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I want to thank 
the great climate 
leaders here today. 
Your advocacy and 
leadership have 
been instrumental 
in the world of 
climate policies. 
Collaborations 
like this, between 
the public and 
private sector, are 
necessary and are 
the future of climate 
policy, not only 
in California and 
Washington, but 
across the nation.

TONI ATKINS, Senate 
President Pro Tempore

This spring, Washington state became just the second 
in the nation, after California, to pass Cap-and-Invest 
legislation which provides a reliable mechanism for 

cutting net greenhouse gas emissions to zero by 2050 while 
raising billions of dollars for equitable climate action. 
In our ongoing effort to implement smart climate policies in Washington, 
Clean & Prosperous Washington led an exciting California Study Mission to the 
Sacramento area. More than 80 policy experts and community stakeholders 
from Washington and California came together including government officials, 
nonprofit leaders and entrepreneurs to see firsthand how California’s climate 
legislation is working to reduce carbon emissions in that state while increasing 
economic activity. We wrapped up the study mission with renewed enthusiasm 
and promises to continue sharing and learning from our neighbors to the south.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE TRIP
California Climate Policy
After a welcoming message from California Senate President Pro Tempore Toni 
Atkins, the California Study Mission kicked off with a discussion led by Liane 
Randolph, California Air Resources Board (CARB) Chair and Richard Corey, CARB 
Executive Officer on the history of California climate policy and lessons learned.

Reflecting on the years of California’s experience with carbon policy, Liane 
Randolph noted that “one of the challenges of administering climate programs 
is that you have to move fast, but you need to understand what communities 
need. Trying to balance that needs to be a key focus of our work.”

“Implementation is hard” cautioned Corey. “It’s the execution that ultimately 
delivers results. You’re going to be working with stakeholders who have issues. 
It is important to have a feedback loop so that you can make adjustments 
along the way.”

Understanding and seeing in-action how Cap-and-Trade was rolled out in 
California was a key part of the study mission. Rajinder Sahota, Deputy 

California Air Resources Board (CARB) chair Liane Randolph and Executive Officer 
Richard Corey describe the legislative and administrative history of California’s carbon 
reduction policies, including their economy-wide cap and investment strategies.

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/historic-climate-bill-passes-washington-state-legislature-301276337.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/historic-climate-bill-passes-washington-state-legislature-301276337.html
https://www.cleanprosperouswa.com/what-are-the-facts-about-the-climate-commitment-act/
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Executive Officer of Climate Change and 
Research and Co-Chair of CARB’s Diversity 
and Racial Equity Task Force, walked the 
group through the California Cap-and-Trade 
program structure. She detailed how the 
cap program covers 80% of emissions from 
California and has held 32 auctions to date, 
24 of them jointly with Quebec. The nearly 
$17 billion of revenue generated from those 

auctions has been invested into 
carbon reduction activities 

in the state. 

Washington State 
Senator Reuven Carlyle 
addressed the group 
as he prepared to leave 
for Europe where he 

attended the UN Climate 
Change Conference 

– COP 26 focusing on 
subnational policy leadership. 

Sen. Carlyle has been instrumental in 
passing several pieces of climate legislation 
in Washington state, notably as the prime 
sponsor of the Climate Commitment Act. 
Sen. Carlyle noted the importance of regional 
cooperation to determine the best path to 
addressing global warming which pays no 
attention to political boundaries. “We brought 
folks down here to elevate the dialogue at a 
policy level, at a formal relationship level, but 
also to allow us to have deeper relationships 
to “test and learn” about how to build out a 
decarbonization plan.”

If you go back to the institutional history of the Western Climate 
Initiative since 2007, this gathering is a symbolic representation 
of all of the years of scraping and sanding and taping that all of 
those leaders did to get us to the moment where we can  
begin to paint the house.

RUEVEN CARLYLE, Washington State Senator

In-Depth Policy Briefings
During the 2-day conference, intensive policy briefings provided 
attendees with a more in-depth look at a number of issues 
faced throughout California’s climate change efforts, including 
implementation of the cap system, decarbonizing transportation 
and more.

On the first day, the TRACK 1 BRIEFING examined California’s 
climate change efforts with Matt Botill, CARB’s Industrial 
Strategies Division Chief and Amanda Vockerodt Hansen, Deputy 
Secretary for Climate Change, California Natural Resources 
Agency. They discussed what is working—and what isn’t working—
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve resiliency. 

Botill described the $16.9 billion of carbon reduction 
investments through California’s Cap-and-Trade program with 
50% of benefits going directly to vulnerable communities 
through 72 programs.

Scoping plans have provided a framework for investments of nearly 
$17 billion in carbon reduction initiatives in California.

https://ukcop26.org
https://ukcop26.org
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Hansen detailed how natural and 
working lands are increasingly 
being viewed as sources of carbon 
reduction and sequestration 
actions. Responding to an 
executive order, the California 
Natural Resources Agency has just 
published a draft report on nature-
based climate solutions. Over eight 
types of landscapes, including sea 
grasses, sea weeds, grasslands, 
croplands and forests, the report 
identifies climate actions that help 
mitigate carbon emissions while 
providing co-benefits to urban and 
rural communities.

In the TRACK 2 BRIEFING on 
how the Cap-and-Trade system is 
being implemented, Dallas Burtraw, 
Darius Gaskins Senior Fellow, 
Resources for the Future, detailed 

what a carbon auction looks like, 
allowance volumes, compliance 
offset programs and protocols. 
Burtraw noted that over one-third 
of the global population is living 
under some emissions trading 
protocol, representing 16% of global 
emissions and more than 50% of 
global GDP. 

Prices in these systems have been 
modest to date and lower than 
expectations, according to Burtraw. 
California and Quebec auctions are 
clearing at $23 per ton, while the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 
(RGGI) auction price is $9 per ton. 
The European Union system clearing 
price is now $64 per ton, rising from 
substantially lower amounts just a 
few years ago.

In addition 
to delivering 
climate benefits, 
some of these 
policies deliver 
other benefits 
like protection 
against 
extreme heat 
or supporting 
economic 
development.

AMANDA  
VOCKERODT HANSEN, 
Deputy Secretary 
for Climate Change, 
California Natural 
Resources Agency

Climate change investments are not just urban. California is identifying how rural lands 
can be a critical component of carbon reduction and sequestration strategies.
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Burtraw emphasized that regulatory policies 
and carbon pricing are complementary. Working 
together, they help to minimize the cost of carbon 
reduction. He described how a price floor and 
price ceiling during auctions limit the risk to both 
mitigation costs and availability of investment 
funds. He described the process of a unified price 
auction and how it delivers “incentive compatible 
behavior,” where entities bid the true marginal cost 
of their carbon reduction.

I’m thrilled to be talking to you.  I’ve been saying for a half dozen years 
that California has the best designed Cap-and-Trade policy in the 
world but the language in the legislation in Washington state is just 
profound and path-breaking. My hat is off to the folks in Washington 
for what you’ve done, but the work is still ahead of you.

DALLAS BURTRAW, Darius Gaskins Senior Fellow, Resources for the Future

“Infrastructure for 
zero emissions vehicles 
needs to lead sales.”
ANALISA BEVAN,  
Zero Emission Infrastructure 
Lead, CARB

“The Climate Commitment Act set aside  
$5 billion for transportation decarbonization 
in Washington state so we want to get the best 
benefit we can.”

JAKE FEY, Washington State Representative 

“Our incentive 
programs are meant 
to reward consumers, 
fleet operators, 
manufacturers and 
communities.” 
SYDNEY VERGIS, Chief of 
Mobile Source Control Division

What would it take to get into a zero emission 
vehicle? It has to be durable, meet all of a 
person’s travel demands, be able to pull up 
to any fast-charging station and know that 
the plug is going to work and have all of that 
reliability built in.”  

ANNA WONG, Light Duty Vehicle Specialist 

One of the late afternoon policy briefings focused on 
decarbonizing the transportation system. Jake Fey, 
Washington State Representative moderated the 
TRACK 1 DISCUSSION on what is working to reduce 
transportation emissions and where there are air quality 
co-benefits, with transportation policy leaders from CARB 
including Sydney Vergis, Chief of Mobile Source Control 
Division, Anna Wong, Light Duty Vehicle Specialist, 
Analisa Bevan, Zero Emission Infrastructure Lead, and 
Cheryl Laskowski, Transportation Fuels Branch Chief.
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Like Washington, transportation is the largest source of carbon 
emissions in California (41%). Sydney Vergis described the state’s 
commitment to a full transition to zero emissions to address climate 
change and also air quality. Policy makers have concluded that battery 
electric and hydrogen vehicles are the best strategies to decarbonize 
the transportation system. Accordingly, the state has set aggressive 
regulatory goals through the Zero Emission Vehicle (ZEV) mandate and 
the Advanced Clean Truck Rule.

The State has also expanded its incentive programs for transition of 
passenger, medium and heavy duty vehicles. California continues 
to offer rebates for electric and hydrogen vehicle sales, with greater 
incentives directed to sales of zero emission vehicles in locations with 
air quality challenges. During the 2021 Legislative session, lawmakers 
authorized funding for the conversion of 1,000 drayage trucks, 1,000 
school buses and 1,000 transit buses. 

Charging infrastructure for this transition is another top priority for CARB. 
Analisa Bevan noted that the decarbonization of the transportation 
sector requires charging infrastructure and that the infrastructure 
needs to be implemented before zero emission vehicle sales. It will be 
required across urban, suburban and rural communities and will require 
solutions for those drivers without off-street parking and those who 
live in multifamily structures. The California Energy Commission (CEC) 
has studied the charging infrastructure needs for battery electric and 
hydrogen-fueled vehicles. The CEC’s eVIP program provides a menu of 
incentives for publicly-available charging installations, up to $105,000 
for a DC fast-charger and up to $7,500 for a level 2 charger. The LCFS 
program has supported the construction of 62 hydrogen fueling stations 
and over 13,000 DC fast-charging stations.

Cheryl Laskowski described how the Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS) 
market in California has generated $4 billion in market activity in 
2020, up from $3 billion in 2019. Last year, the policy achieved a 

california executive order

Regulations play a complementary role with investments in California. In 
addition to these Executive Orders, the California Energy Commission (CEC) 
approved a $1.4 billion 3-year plan for infrastructure construction while CARB 
is considering an additional $1.5 billion in clean transportation incentives.

When these programs 
are in existence, after the 
fact assessing, looking 
for leakage risk, it hasn’t 
really been seen. Some of 
that might be the level of 
carbon price, but it is also 
because most programs 
do have these leakage 
minimization measures.

MARK SIPPOLA, Climate  
Program Development Lead 

There are industries like 
the tomato sector, where 
you can look at the 
total tons of tomatoes 
processed, and that’s 
grown by 50% in the 
last 20 years. That is 
what we wanted out of 
this product benchmark 
allocation approach. 
We wanted to reward 
efficient production 
within California.
DAVE ALLGOOD, Climate  
Program Development
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7.5% reduction in the carbon intensity of liquid fuels in 
California. The 2020 target is an 8.75% reduction and 
the 2030 goal is a 20% reduction. In the early days 
of the program, Ethanol was the dominant alternative 
fuel. Lately, there has been much more energy 
diversification, with significant increases in electricity, 
renewable diesel and bio-methane credits. The program 
is now requiring third party verification and expects full 
compliance in the first term of this policy.

MEANWHILE, IN TRACK 2, Isaac Kastama, Clean 
& Prosperous Washington’s Governmental Affairs 
Director guided the second part of the discussion on 
the implementation of the Cap-and-Trade system with 
climate leaders from CARB including Mark Sippola, 
Climate Program Development Lead and Dave Allgood, 
Climate Program Development. 

Ensuring Environmental Justice
Environmental justice and equity must remain priorities 
when implementing climate policies across the country, 
said national climate leader Paula Sardinas, Founder 
of the Washington Build Back Black Alliance. She led a 
robust and in-depth conversation with Anbreen Afshan, 
Environmental Justice Lead, CARB; Debra Entenman, 
Representative, Washington State Legislature; Alyssa 
Macy, CEO, Washington Environmental Council and 
Rajinder Sahota, Co-Chair of CARB’s Diversity and 
Racial Equity Task Force.

After a long day of technical presentations, this panel 
of BIPOC women brought passion and humanity into 
the conversation, interweaving the personal stories 
that brought them to this work by highlighting practical 
lessons from community engagement.

Afshan and Sahota both touched on CARB’s efforts 
to improve their diversity hiring within the agency, 
and how critical this is to the work they are doing 
in both engaging with and working on behalf of the 
communities they serve: 

“You need to work holistically, as opposed to a 
piecemeal approach, and we have to acknowledge past 
and current injustices, not turn a blind eye.”

“You need to build trust, using non-traditional 
approaches through community organizations, faith 
based organizations, and youth organizations. We 
provide direct funding for capacity building so they can 
bring solutions to us.” Ambreen Afshan

“Here is what I have learned. Over decades and 
decades there have been decisions at federal, state 
and local levels that have resulted in the injustices we 
see today. Communities have tried over and over again 
in different venues to be heard, to be listened to and 
have somebody help address those concerns and they 
have felt that this has not happened.” Rajinder Sahota

Representative Entenman spoke about the need for 
policy to have a people-centric approach, and the role 
of apprenticeship and workforce development through 
the lens of environmental justice: 

“We have to think about our policy in terms of people, 
not just these wonderful ideas. That is the voice I try to 
bring to the legislature and that is what I think about 
when what we want to do is to Improve the climate and 
improve the lives of the people impacted.”

“I think that we should be intentional about that 
workforce development because we have to admit that 
what we have done in the past has harmed people and 

There is going to be frustration and anger and it’s not about you; 
it’s not about you personally. It’s about the system. Our goal as 
regulators is to let that play out, then ask ‘what would be  
helpful for you’?

RAJINDER SAHOTA, Co-Chair of CARB’s Diversity and Racial Equity Task Force



8  

as a way to repair and to move forward in a positive way we need to think of 
those underrepresented communities and make sure they are not left out in 
this transition.” 

Alyssa Macy spoke about the origin of tribal treaty rights in Washington, and the 
collective agreement for environmental stewardship that these represented. She 
talked about how initially the environmental justice perspective in Washington 
was not including Black and Indigenous perspectives, but when these voices 
came to the table they were the critical actors that got the CCA passed:

“It was the tribes and the black led movement that passed the CCA. It was 
an example of how the community can come together and do the hard work.”

“I think we’re the ones we’ve been waiting for,” said Macy, as the group 
recommitted to “humanizing” the policy and ensuring environmental justice 
takes front and center during rulemaking and implementation.  

FRIDAY’S SESSIONS began with a discussion of Carbon Reduction 
on Tribal Lands. Katelyn Roedner Sutter, U.S. Climate Senior Manager, 
Environmental Defense Fund shared stories from Javier Kinney, Carbon 
Projects Manager, Yurok Tribe. A video from the Tribe highlighted economic 
development and natural resource initiatives that are supporting the 
Yurok Tribe’s sustainability and sovereignty. Sutter described how the 
offset programs in the California Cap-and-Trade system are providing 
the Tribe with unrestricted funding that has allowed them to make those 
investments and to repurchase some of their traditional lands outside of 
their reservation. Specifically, according to the Tribe, its participation in 

My work in this 
space is not as an 
environmentalist. 
I am a native 
woman walking 
in my values. My 
community and 
the folks I work 
with will fight for 
salmon, for access 
to our lands, for 
water, for all of 
those things and we 
are not just fighting 
for us, we are 
fighting for you.

ALYSSA MACY, CEO, 
Washington Environmental 
Council

8 

Environmental justice is an essential component of Washington’s Cap and Invest 
legislation. Paula Sardinas, founder of the Washington Build Back Black Alliance, 
moderates a panel of California and Washington leaders, including Washington 
State Representative Debra Entenman, on how to integrate race and social justice 
values into climate policies and implementation plans.
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the Cap-and-Trade Program has enabled 
them to re-acquire approximately 50,000 
acres of lands within the Yurok ancestral 
territory from a large private timber 
company. “These lands, once managed 
solely for commercial timber purposes 
are now being managed for multiple uses, 
including: carbon sequestration, old growth 
forest restoration, watershed restoration 
and sediment reduction, anadromous 
fisheries restoration, cultural purposes and 
endangered species protection,” the Tribe’s 
Combating Climate Change report details.

Roedner Sutter was a key resource to 
Washington policymakers 

through the passage 
of the Climate 

Commitment Act. 
She answered 
audience questions 
on linkage and 
directed Washington 
policymakers to 

a paper by Dallas 
Burtraw on the 

specifics of integrating 
carbon reduction programs 

through linkage.

Kathy Taylor described the seven rulemakings 
that Ecology is conducting concurrently to 
implement the Climate Commitment Act and 
the Clean Fuels Standard. She encouraged 
the participants to engage in the rulemaking 
process, sign up for the listservs and help 
the department launch these programs 
effectively in early 2023.

“It’s a high priority for EDF to work with 
Washington on the bill and on implementing 
it through rulemaking.” Katelyn Roedner 
Sutter 

With the work that we are doing along the river, natural resources, 
dam removal, condor reintroduction, redwood canoes, cap and 
trade, our language, the Yurok tribe is moving. Now’s our time.

JOE JAMES, Yurok Tribe Chairman 

Entrepreneurs in Action 
Next, entrepreneur and Clean & Prosperous Washington founder 
David Giuliani, best known for his invention of the Sonicare 
toothbrush, provided inspiring remarks by describing five “Super 
Powers” to address climate change:

1. Power of the States:
David reminded us of California’s pioneering model which showed 
us that a state acting alone can move the needle. However, it is 
far more powerful when multiple states act together on a path to 
national progress around climate change. 

“Never doubt that a small group of states banding 
together can change the nation.”
DAVID GIULIANI

2. Power of Technology & Planning:
“We need a master planning system,” Giuliani said, “informed by 
other states’ experience.” And we need to use this planning system 
to attract financial capital to the most productive technologies.

3. Power of Parallelism:
Because we have less than three decades to make this happen, we 
need all hands on deck, all sectors involved -- including aerospace, 
marine and food. “It’s more than EVs and solar panels,” he cautioned.

4. Power of Responsiveness:
Constraints are shifting, Giuliani said. Take clean electricity, for 
example. Electrifying everything is a good strategy, but only if we 
have enough clean electricity, when and where we need it.”

5. Power of Entrepreneurs & Private Sector:
Giuliani noted that policies lay out rules of the road and  
provide a market. But it’s industry and entrepreneurs that  
do the real work of getting results.

“We have a very powerful tool in the Climate 
Commitment Act. Together, let’s fulfill its potential.” 
DAVID GIULIANI



10  

Other entrepreneurs and business 
leaders discussed how they are 
managing and prospering within the 
Cap-and-Trade system, including 
Gustavo Occhiuzzo, Green Commuter/
EVCS; Salim Youssefzadeh, 
WattEV; Bob Houston, Houston 
Magnani and Associates; Victoria 
Johnson, Sacramento Housing and 
Redevelopment Agency; Tim Shannon, 
Twin Rivers Unified School District; 
Michael Boccadoro, Dairy Cares and 
Erick Watkins, Pacific Coast Producers. 

The group highlighted some of their 
environmentally–and economically– 
progressive projects including:

WattEV
Building electric truck stops along I-5, 
40mW of solar with battery backup 
and fast charging for trucks. WattEV 
is exploring how transportation-as-a-
service (TaaS) can help reduce the 
upfront cost of transitioning heavy duty 
vehicles to electric.

Green Commuter/EVCS
Already having developed 262 locations, 
EVCS is creating a reliable and accessible 
EV charging infrastructure. EVCS is the 
owner of the West Coast Electric Highway 
in Oregon and Washington. 

Houston Magnani & Associates
As an energy-intensive, trade-exposed 
industry (EITE), the cement industry is a 
regulated party in California and will be 
in Washington. Magnani described how 
the cement industry has worked with 
CARB to determine a path to carbon 
neutrality for the industry by 2045, 
including identifying the challenges 
with mitigating process emissions.

“Without carbon capture technologies, 
the industry can’t reach carbon 
neutrality,” noted Bob Houston, 
Houston Magnani and Associates.

Sacramento Housing & 
Redevelopment Agency
SHRA is building Mirasol Village, a 500-
unit mixed-income housing community 

with parks, solar panels, EV car share, 
a light rail station, bike paths, an early 
childhood education center and more. 
Some of the funding for these projects 
has come from the Transformative 
Climate Communities and Affordable 
Housing and Sustainable Communities 
accounts from the California Climate 
Investment authorizations.

“Our success will come from how the 
children in this community grow up and 
learn how to live with a light footprint,” 
said Victoria Johnson, Sacramento 
Housing and Redevelopment Agency on 
Mirasol Village. 

Twin Rivers Unified  
School District
Home to the largest electric school 
bus fleet in North America. With 43 of 
their 120 diesel buses converted to 
electric and plans for another one-third 
in place, this transition has resulted in 
fuel savings of 60-80% and improved 
air quality for the drivers, the school 
children and the local community.

Dairy Cares
California produces about 20% of the 
dairy products in the country. Over the 
past five decades, the industry has 
reduced the carbon footprint of a glass 
of milk by 45%, using 88% less land 
and 89% less water. With 145 digesters 
now operating in California through a 
$2 billion total investment ($600-700 
million from Cap-and-Trade), the Golden 
State is working towards a reduction 
of 23.2 metric tons of CO2 within the 
next 10 years, or a 40% reduction in 
methane emissions. The dairy digester 
program uses 2.1% of California’s 
climate investment account and is 
providing 29% of all of the reductions, 
generating carbon reductions at about 
$9 per ton of GHG emissions.

Pacific Coast Producers
Thanks to a Cap-and-Trade grant, 
PCP was able to build a 94-foot-tall 
evaporator that has saved 85% in 
steam usage for tomato processing, for 
19,00 MT CO2 annual savings. 

Everything 
we are doing 
here is based 
on a voluntary, 
incentive-based 
program.  There 
is no regulation, 
and that is a 
good thing.  If we 
tried to regulate, 
all we would 
get is leakage. 
Dairies would 
simply move out 
of state.

Over the past 
50 years, the 
dairy industry 
has reduced the 
carbon footprint 
of a glass of milk 
by 45 percent.

MICHAEL 
BOCCADORO,  
Dairy Cares
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Seeing it All Come to Life
Attendees were transported in GreenPower Motor 
Company’s EVSTAR all-electric shuttle vans provided 
by Green Commuter to tours to see Cap-and-Trade 
investments at work in California.  

Tour #1: Compost Application  
Through Healthy Soils Program
THE SIERRA ORCHARDS FARMS IN WINTERS is 
a family-owned walnut orchard using Cap-and-Trade 
funds to apply compost to improve soil health and 
sequester carbon. Craig McNamara described how this 
application has increased the soil carbon content from 
1.5% to 5% across his farm. Attendees learned how the 
family farm is improving its crop yield and enhancing 
its revenues through carbon markets. By sequestering 
carbon in the soil, regenerative farming practices can 
play a vital role in helping to mitigate climate change. 

The next stop demonstrated Energy Efficient Food 
Processing at PACIFIC COAST PRODUCERS IN 
WOODLAND. Owned by 150 family farms, Pacific 
Coast Producers processes tomatoes into just about 
every canned tomato product you would find in a 
supermarket. The company is actively navigating 
the Cap-and-Trade systems to reduce processing 
emissions. The critical industry of food production 
is energy intensive, but with grants allowing for new 
energy efficient food processing projects, Pacific Coast 
Producers is finding new solutions including Thor, a $10 
million evaporator that is saving 85% of steam usage 
for tomato processing. 

Tour attendees get an up-close perspective of a carbon 
reduction investment, the 94-foot tall evaporator, named Thor. 
This energy efficiency investment was supported by California 
Cap and Trade auction revenues. “The project would not have 
happened without the carbon reduction incentive,” described 
Erick Watkins from Pacific Coast Producers.

Craig McNamara describes how compost application has increased the carbon content of his family’s walnut farm to Karl Dye, 
President and CEO of the Tri-City Development Council (TRIDEC).



12  

Tour #2 continued with the Sustainable 
Communities & Affordable Housing at  
Mirasol Community in Sacramento
Funded in part with Cap-and-Trade funds, the 
Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment Agency 
is creating Mirasol Village–an urban sustainable 
community. The affordable housing community will 
feature solar distributed energy and transit, a new 1.2 
acre city park, a 2/3 acre community garden with a free 
tree orchard and garden learning center, electric bike 
share, bike paths and more.

Tour #2: Diesel Vehicle Fleet Conversion at Twin Rivers Unified School District in Sacramento
The largest electric school bus fleet in North America, Twin Rivers Unified School District has already converted 43 
of its 120 diesel buses to electric and has plans for another one-third of the fleet. Attendees were able to take a ride 
in one of the electric school buses and learned how the district is using Cap-and-Trade funds and other sources to 
implement the impressive fleet conversion. 

Tour #3: Anaerobic Dairy Digester at  
Van Warmerdam Dairy in Galt 
Dairy farms can deliver much needed short-term methane 
reductions and California’s two dairy methane reduction 
programs are among the state’s most cost-effective 
tactics for reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Attendees 
were invited to tour the facility and learn from the dairy 
farmer, project developer and Dairy Cares on how to 
replicate these essential programs.

Ray Manalo describes to Reps. David Hackney, Debra Entenman and other tour attendees how the Twin Rivers School District 
has used incentives to electrify nearly 2/3rds of their fleet. “Our biggest motivation in switching fuels is the health benefits for 
our students and communities.”

The Sacramento Housing Authority is creating affordable 
housing in a transit-oriented development with funding 
from carbon auction revenues.

Photo at right: Rep. Mary Dye and tour attendees hear about how 
methane reduction at dairies have produced 29% of California’s 
GHG reductions, using only 2.9% of state investment dollars.



We are deeply grateful to our sponsors who helped to make this trip possible, including Amazon, EDF,  
Green Commuter, EVCS, and the GreenPower Motor Company. We also thank our hosts, the historic Citizen 

Hotel in downtown Sacramento and the Rio City Cafe in Old Sacramento. And a very big thank you to those of 
you who joined us on this informative trip. We hope you agree it was worth your time as we bring the Climate 

Commitment Act to life and explore more on the horizon, all in the spirit of getting us to net zero by 2050!

Reactions from attendees

Thank you to our sponsors

Great 
networking. 

WELL planned 
agenda.  

Good mix 
of speakers, 

sessions, and 
activities.

Thanks again for a  
very productive and  
well-planned trip. 

I enjoyed the Study Mission 
you did a great job in  
putting it all together. 

Thanks so much 
for putting 

together  
such a great 

study mission 
trip last week. 

We learned  
A LOT!

It was my great pleasure to 
meet you and your inspiring 

team from Washington. 

Thanks again so much for 
putting on a great event in 

Sacramento. I found it to be 
very informative and made 
some great contacts there.

The content 
and the 

presentations 
were excellent. 

It was time  
well spent for 

me and our 
company.  
Well done!

Very well  
done trip!!! 

Good  
diversity of 

speakers and 
especially 

appreciated the 
diversity  

of attendees.

Full presentations and video recordings of the conference are available HERE.

https://evcs.com
http://amazon.com
https://www.edf.org
https://greenpowermotor.com
https://greencommuter.org
https://www.cleanprosperouswa.com/project/ca-mission-video-and-presentations/
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